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1.0 Early Background 

 
The Cadia area in New South Wales is 20 km SSW of Orange, the large provincial city on the 
western slopes of the Great Dividing Range, 250 km west of Sydney. The area is elevated, 
with the local feature being Mount Canobolas at an altitude of 1396 m, 11 km SW of Orange. 
The Cadia area is 12 km south of Mt Canobolas, roughly at an elevation of 800 m though with 
interesting valleys and waterways. 
 
In July 1851, copper lodes in the Cadia area were reported by the first NSW Government 
Geologist, Samuel Stutchbury. In about 1860, the owners of a 565 acre property on the west 
side of Cadiangullong Creek (also known as Oakey Creek) were Sir Saul Samuel, Randolph 
J. Want, Thomas Icely and John Savery Rodd.  They began sinking shafts and drives on 
various parts of the lode, finding that some parts of the lode of copper ores were as much as 
70 feet wide. The lode appeared to be mainly of red copper oxide and green copper 
carbonate. 
 
It appears that the owners of the Cadia property had taken advice from members of the 
mining community in the area where there had already been considerable mining and 
smelting activity. They agreed that they would lease the property to the Scottish Australian 
Mining Company (SAMC) which had extensive interests not only in NSW but in South 
Australia and Victoria as well. The Company had ordered a 25 inch rotative beam engine, to 
be built by J. Thomas and Company at the Charlestown Foundry in St Austell, Cornwall. It 
was to be identical with the 25 inch engine then operating at the South Crinnis Mine in 
Cornwall.  
 

1.1 A 25 inch Rotative Beam Engine 
 
The engine was to be inspected on behalf of SAMC by James Sims prior to its despatch to 
Sydney in 1859. Sims was well known to mining companies in Australia as he had designed 
two engines for use in South Australia, both made by Harvey & Co. of Hayle. His report on the 
inspection of the 25 inch engine and the crushing machine, also made at the Thomas Works, 
was laudatory. A copy of his handwritten letter still exists, sent from Redruth in Cornwall and 
dated 22 September 1859. 
 
The engine was received at the wharf in Sydney on 9 May 1860. SAMC had determined, prior 
to their order of the engine, that it would be used at the Good Hope Mine near Yass, about 
300 km SW of Sydney but installation at this site was deferred. After almost two years in 
storage in Sydney, the engine and other equipment such as the crusher were moved to Cadia 
in February 1862, instead of to Yass. 
 
Limited as the progress for the start of operations at Cadia was through correspondence to 
and from Cornwall and elsewhere overseas by ship, yet there is always appearing some 
obvious acquaintance between various members of the mine community around the world. 
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Searching for these points of contact reveals interesting details about how and where this 
could have occurred. 
 
 1.2 Carangara Mine at Cornish Settlement 
 
A key figure in the start of Cadia operations turned out to be John Penrose Christoe. In the 
study of the Cornish Settlement, just north of the main road between Bathurst and Orange 
and later to be known as the village of Byng, the Cornish Association of NSW had provided 
assistance in the Bicentennial restoration of the Byng Methodist Chapel and the clearing of 
the Byng Cemetery across the road. Some of the Cornish folk who populated this area began 
mining activities at the Carangara mine nearby, leading ultimately to the development of 
smelting of the copper ores produced at this mine and elsewhere. John Penrose Christoe, 
said to be of Welsh descent, was the smelter master for these operations. Anyone with such a 
name must be of Cornish descent, especially with the second given name of Penrose – surely 
that must have been the maiden name of his mother or his grandmother! Our search methods 
are orders of magnitude faster than those in the 19th Century so that we were able to trace 
John Penrose Christoe, even to finding one of his descendants in Victoria, John Richard 
Christoe. Here is the story which leads to two other key figures in the Cadia history - Josiah 
Holman (Mine Manager) and Matthew H.S. Blood (Medical Officer). 
 
2.0 JOHN PENROSE CHRISTOE 
 
John Penrose Christoe was born in 1830 at Swansea in Wales to William Christoe and his 
wife Eliza nee Madge who had married in Swansea on 16 June 1819. Three other Christoe 
children were born in Swansea between 1819 and 1828: William Henry (b.1823), James 
Madge (1826) and Sarah Ann (1828). 
 
William Christoe was an Assay Master at the Swansea Smelter, moving there from Cornwall 
where he had trained under his father, James Christo (spelt thus in the records). James 
Christo had married Sarah Penrose at Redruth in Cornwall on 17 December 1791. 
 
Inspection of the 1830 Pigot & Co. National Commercial Directory for Redruth listed eight 
Assay Masters including Arthur Penrose and John Penrose Jr. In addition, John Penrose was 
listed as a Copper Agent at Redruth. In Truro, John Penrose Snr was listed as Assay Master 
at Lemon Street. It became evident that John Penrose Christoe had a notable list of assay 
master forebears and grew up with the smelting industry as his background. 
 

2.1 Smelting of Cornish Copper Ores in Wales 
 
In his book “The Making of Modern Cornwall” (published by Dyllansow Truran, Redruth 
Cornwall; pp75-78), Philip Payton has set out much of the background to the growth of 
technological innovation which accompanied Cornwall’s mining pre-eminence in the 18th and 
19th centuries. By 1850, the development of the Cornish beam engine for pumping, winding, 
ore-crushing and the operation of man-engines had led to more Cornishmen with experience 
of deep mining and with it deep pumping than the rest of the world together. A special “breed” 
of Cornish industrialist emerged during this industrial expansion and technological innovation 
to include not only distinguished ranks of mining engineers but the names of great 
entrepreneurial families and individuals. 
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Greatest of the geographical constraints placed upon Cornwall was her lack of coal deposits. 
There were coal mines in Gloucestershire and Somerset, but in those days, rail 
communications did not exist. South Wales had the coal and Cornwall had the ships and the 
ports. A trading cycle was established with South Wales, in which ships carrying coal for 
Cornwall returned to Welsh ports with copper ore destined for the Welsh Smelters. As Payton 
remarks, the Cornish adapted to old adage “if you can’t beat them, join them” by penetrating 
the Welsh smelting industry. 
 
In 1803, Pascoe Grenfell went into partnership with Thomas Williams to open a smelting 
works at Swansea while John Vivian and the Williams family took over other works in South 
Wales. From these activities, one begins to see the strong Cornish family connections which 
developed around the preparation of good copper metal. With the support of excellent 
scientists in Cornwall, the smelting technology was further developed with key assay masters 
also trained in Cornwall. 
 
During this period, Cornish miners gained not only a mastery of the mining technology but 
many of those who went overseas as mine Captains (Mine Managers) had training in smelting 
technology as well. Such expertise will appear later in regard to the Cadia mine. 
 

2.2 John Penrose Christoe Emigrates to South Australia 
 
John Penrose Christoe came out to South Australia as a young man, probably about 1851. 
He was employed at the Kapunda Copper Mine for assay work and possibly in relation to the 
development of smelting activities and assaying. He had obviously become a young man of 
some status in the Kapunda community at age 22 as he married a lass from a family of some 
consequence. Dorothea Juliana Blood was the daughter of Matthew H.S. Blood, well 
recognised and established as Doctor of Medicine and Justice of the Peace in Kapunda. 
 
Personal Notices in The Register have the following entry: 
“2 December 1852: On Thursday, 30th September, at Kapunda, by the Very Rev. the Dean of 
Adelaide, John Penrose Christoe, Esq., to Dorothea Juliana, eldest daughter of Matthew H.S. 
Blood, esq., M.D., and J.P.” 
 
There will be more about Dr Blood later in this history but he trained and practised in Ireland, 
also emigrating to South Australia at about the time when Kapunda Mine saved the economic 
situation of the new colony. 
 

2.3 Smelting Works at Byng in NSW 
 
It is not clear just when Christoe came to Byng, the Cornish Settlement, north of the Cadia 
area. What is known is that he set up the smelter which was used to produce fine copper out 
of the copper ores from the Carangara mine near Byng. 
 
Certainly, the man who set up the smelting works in the Byng area had a fine knowledge of 
the technology because the agents who sold the Byng copper in Sydney expressed great 
satisfaction on receiving two tons of smelted copper from John Glasson, Carangara Cornish 
Mines near Bathurst. The price bettered that sent to Sydney from South Australia and was 
noted with much local pride. The agents commented that “the splendid competition for the 
Cornish Settlement metal was because it was very pure and the smelting had been 
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scientifically performed”. (Booklet by W.R. Glasson F.R.G.S.A. of Molong NSW, Lewis Ponds 
Creek; published c1933) It was quite possible that the copper contained gold too. No doubt 
the assay helped the price along! 
   
Whether his wife Dorothea was with him during this period has not been determined, but it 
appears likely that she remained in Kapunda. No children were born either in SA or NSW 
during the period 1852 to 1857. We do know that they both visited Cornwall and possibly 
Ireland about 1857/8 and returned in 1858. Their first son, Neptune Frederick, was born on 
the ship not long after it left for Australia, said to have been somewhere off the Goodwin 
Sands. 
 
Neptune Christoe was registered in SA on the arrival of the ship and was christened in NSW 
in the Bathurst-Orange region in 1858. This fact led to confusion about where he was born 
until family evidence set down this sequence of events. Between 1859 and 1864, six Christoe 
children were registered in the Orange or nearby district. Christoe must have been working in 
the Cadia region sometime around 1860 because we have evidence of two letters written by 
Captain Josiah Holman from New Zealand to him, thanks to information from Mrs Margaret 
Tie, Macquarie ACT.   
 

2.4 Contacts between Christoe and Holman 
 
Holman may have already known or met Christoe himself.  It is also quite likely that knew 
Christoe’s parents in Wales and his grandparents in Cornwall. With all the operations he had 
undertaken around the world previously, he would have had the opportunity to visit the 
Swansea Smelters for the latest information and would have been in touch with Mine Agents 
in Truro and the Redruth mining areas. He knew much about the capability of the Cornish 
Mine Engine construction firms from his orders to them on behalf of overseas mine owners for 
whom he had worked. 
 
On the basis that he and his family were emigrating to New Zealand, Holman wrote two 
letters to Christoe, the first letter was sent from Truro in Cornwall and the second after he and 
family had arrived in New Zealand. There is more about those letters later. Christoe sent a 
letter to Holman in January 1862 to say that a position as Mine Manager was on offer at 
Cadia. 
 
It is likely that Christoe was already at the Cadia Mine area well before 1862, setting up 
smelters for the mine owners, either acting as an interim Mine Captain or as the Smelter 
Captain. He was there to welcome Captain Holman when he arrived to take up the position of 
Mine Manager for the Cadiangullong Mining Company, set up by the Scottish Australia Mining 
Company and the property owners. 
 
3.0 JOSIAH HOLMAN 
 
Josiah Holman was born on 27 September 1821 at Gwennap in Cornwall. His father was 
James Holman (1777-1866) and his mother was Grace Trenwith. Holman is a name firmly 
connected with mining and engineering in Cornwall.  James Holman was described as a Mine 
Agent in the christening records dated 14 October 1821. The place of abode of his parents 
was shown as Wheal Fortune. James may have been distantly related to the Holman family 
who made up the Holman Brothers engineering works in Camborne, close by. 
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At the age of 14 years, Josiah started work as a miner. He trained hard to advance himself 
and became a mining engineer. He had married Elizabeth Simmons at Gwennap when he 
was 20 years old and she was 18 years old. By the age of 37 years, he had travelled abroad 
six times to manage mines and join mining expeditions. These travels took him to the 
Phillipine Islands, Brazil, twice to Canada, as well as to South Africa and Malacca. His 
knowledge extended to tin assaying and smelting and his experience included gold mining 
and copper assaying. He is known to have worked at Truro in Cornwall from time to time. 
 

3.1 Holman’s Letters to Christoe 
 
Since writing the above material about possible contacts between Holman and the Christoe 
family, the letters which Holman wrote to Christoe have been forwarded by Mrs Tie from the 
ACT. The letter written by Holman from Truro in Cornwall dated 11 January 1859 makes it 
clear where he derived his information about what was happening in Australia. The first two 
paragraphs of the letter read as follows: 
[quote] 
Mr W.H. Christoe informed me about 3 months since (on my return from Singapore) that you 
were at Truro some time previous to your departure for Australia when you stated that a 
Mining Agent would be wanted at the mines which you superintend. Your brother mentioned 
my name to you then and within 3 months he received information that an Agent would be 
required shortly after. I wrote to the London Agents about it and they were favourably 
disposed to me but the following mail brought intelligence that the appointment was to be 
made on the spot. 
 
I have been known to your brother several years – was once under his tuition getting a 
smattering of assaying previous to my going to Sth. Africa. I have been abroad six times viz. – 
to the Phillipine Islands, the Brazils, twice to the Canadas and the Native Copper Mines of 
Lake Superior – to Sth. Africa and lastly to Malacca. 
[unquote] 
 
The W.H. Christoe who was living in Truro was John Penrose Christoe’s eldest brother 
William Henry Christoe (see page 2). He would have been aged about 35 in 1859 when he 
saw Josiah Holman who was then 37 years old according to his letter to John Christoe. It 
appears that William Henry Christoe must have been an assay master in Truro, as were his 
forebears before him, to have been tutoring Josiah Holman.  
 

3.2 Emigration to New Zealand 
 
In 1858, Josiah and Elizabeth Holman had five children, born either in Cornwall or at distant 
places where Josiah’s mining work had taken the family. 
 
Elizabeth Simmons Holman b.1842 Cornwall 
John Henry Holman   b.1846 Brazil 
Emily Louisa Holman  b.1849 Cornwall 
Josiah Holman   b.1853 Cornwall 
Charles William Holman  b.1857 Capetown, South Africa 
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Josiah and Elizabeth must have decided that the time was ripe to move to New Zealand. 
Josiah had anticipated that the 1106 ton ship Caduceus would depart for New Zealand late in 
January 1859 and made bookings for the seven of them.  
 
Caduceus under the command of Captain Cass sailed from London on 13 February 1859 and 
arrived in Auckland on 19 May 1859. Before he departed from Truro, Josiah Holman wrote a 
letter dated 11 January 1859 to John Penrose Christoe indicating that he was departing from 
Cornwall with his family and stated  “I go out (to NZ) entirely on speculation and failing to get 
a situation shortly after my arrival in that country I intend to begin as a farmer”. 
 
After arriving Auckland, Josiah Holman again wrote to Christoe on 4 December 1859 explain-
ing that he would be interested for Christoe to advise him “if anything worth while turns up in 
NSW” at the new mines being developed in the area. Josiah found no employment in 
Auckland and purchased what was described as “a lot of wild land of 233 acres” at 
Whangarei, about 75 miles north of Auckland. He housed his family, partially stocked the land 
with cattle and was “…bringing a little of it into cultivation”. In the time after their arrival, there 
had been an addition to the family in 1859, Annie Holman, born at Parahiki in New Zealand. 
She was eventually to be the oldest member of the Holman family living at Cadia. 
 
There seems to have been a rather long gap between the timing of the two letters to Christoe. 
Mrs Margaret Tie has done much searching about the Holman family and passed on 
information about the two letters and an interesting story about that correspondence. 
Christoe’s letter of 4 December 1859 did not reach Josiah Holman until November 1860. 
Apparently Christoe had addressed his letter of reply “Joseph Holman” and it lay at the local 
Post Office until Holman noticed it advertised as unclaimed. That began a series of events.  
 
  3.2.1 Christoe sends Holman a position offer 
 
Christoe did reply again but not until 7 January 1862 when he acquainted Holman with an 
offer of a position as Mine Manager at the Cadiangullong Mine. Josiah and his family arrived 
in Sydney from Auckland in March 1862 and he took up the position as Captain of the Mine, 
employed by the Scottish Australian Mining Company. Mrs. Tie’s supply of this information is 
gratefully acknowledged as it has helped appreciably to enable the story of Christoe and 
Holman to be put together. 
 

3.3 Cadia Mine Developments 
 
Christoe had arranged for Welsh smelter men to come to Cadia from Wales and they arrived 
in July 1862. Smelting works were constructed on the southern end of the property, 
supervised by Captain J.P. Christoe. As new Mine Manager, Captain Holman had the original 
shaft sunk to 23 fathoms and construction of an engine house foundation was begun. By 
1863, the lode proved to be poorer at depth, causing exploration of a lode about a half mile to 
the south of the original shaft. A new mine was developed and called West Cadia first of all, 
later named as White or Big Engine Mine to fit in with the complete erection of the White 
Engine House and its attendant facilities, carried out in 1865. For the next two years, the mine 
and the smelters operated effectively, under the management of Captain Holman and Captain 
Christoe. 
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In February 1867, the New South Wales Government Gazette announced the appointment of 
the first members of the Cadia School board – Josiah Holman, J.P. Christoe and W. Blood (of 
whom more later). 
 
In a report dated 11 June 1868, Josiah Holman described Cadia as “the irregular township 
which consisted of a 30 ft by 60 ft manager’s house, upwards of 60 huts, a few built of slabs 
with shingled roofs and the remainder of slabs with bark roofs, two hotels and three stores 
(chiefly the property of the company). Completing the village were a chapel and the 
Government School on its one acre block.” 
 

3.4 Copper Price Difficulties for Cadia Mine 
 
Copper prices fell to such an extent in 1867 that the Company, for financial and ore quality 
reasons, closed in late 1867, even though 2000 tons of 12.5% copper ore had been 
produced. The mine and plant were put up for auction on 16 June 1868, as advertised in The 
Sydney Morning Herald. As no suitable offer was made, the Company retained the mine and 
its equipment. Captain Holman worked for two years thereafter at the Icely Copper Mine, 
leaving his family at Cadia. Later, he leased the Cadia property from 9 May 1870 to 20 
September 1871, working the mine on a small scale with only occasional use of the beam 
engine. 
 
A similar situation had arisen in South Australia at the Moonta and Wallaroo mines. The low 
price of copper (£83 per ton in 1867) had caused wages to be reduced to between 30 and 36 
shillings per week for miners. Cornish miners left Wallaroo for Broken Hill but some returned a 
few weeks later, disgusted with their trip. [James Boor’s Bonanza, Keith Bailey 2002, page 
27; ISBN 0 9580975 0 X]. Miners at Cadia would have been faced with similar difficulties and 
it is evident that quite a few moved out west or to the north and east of the country. 
 

3.5 Cadia Mining Ceases after about 1867 
 
With mining operations essentially ceasing for a period after 1867, miners and smelter men 
found it difficult to support their families in the area and at the Cadia village. New 
opportunities were presenting themselves at this time in a number of places to the west of the 
Orange district such as Carcoar and the Hill End region. Surnames which became familiar at 
Cadia tended to disappear and reappear in districts such as Forbes, Parkes and much further 
west at Cobar and Broken Hill. Familiarity of the Cadia men with the mining and smelting of 
ores containing copper, gold, silver, zinc and lead meant that these other places attracted 
their interest prodigiously and families moved out. 
 

3.6 Smelter Manager Christoe Moves Out 
 
Even the mine and smelter managers were to be found elsewhere in Australia. Captain J.P. 
Christoe appears in the history of the Peak Downs Mine in Queensland in April 1867. Various 
reports indicate that he was the Smelter Captain and assayer under the Mine Manager, 
Captain Josiah Dennis. The Peak Downs Company seems to have had many difficulties, 
including its remoteness from the nearest port facilities and the rugged country between. 
Attempts to smelt the ore had come to nothing, probably the result of the poor quality of the 
local sand and clays used to build the furnaces. Special fire bricks were sought from overseas 
with advice from South Australian companies. 
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3.7 A Link with South Australia appears again 
 
The link with South Australia again appears. Captain Dennis had arrived in South Australia 
about 1863/4 to work at the Burra copper mines. In 1864, he was appointed Chief Captain of 
Peak Downs mine in Queensland, having served as a mine manager in South Africa and 
Tasmania. In South Australia in later times, he managed a mine in the Flinders Ranges and 
was Underground Manager for the Yelta Mine in the Moonta district. It seems that he had 
written to Moonta while at Peak Downs, seeking 20 miners from Moonta for the Peak Downs 
Mine. 
 
In April 1864, Captain Josiah Dennis was in charge of the mining department with Captain 
J.P. Christoe as his Smelter Captain. By about 1870, Captain Mauris Thomas moved to Peak 
Downs and took charge of the smelting department, with Christoe becoming the assayer. 
Thomas proceeded to construct a number of additional furnaces and produced around 2500 
tons of refined copper (quality not specified). The Company was soon in financial difficulties 
and a report from Captain Dennis suggested that they should explore new ground. He began 
to sink a new shaft but had problems with a lack of miners. In March 1873, he was reported in 
the Yorke Pensinsula Advertiser as being on a visit to Moonta SA with a view to engaging 
twenty miners for Queensland. A shortage of miners and no good evidence of a lode from the 
new shaft did not help the Company’s opinion of Captain Dennis. The unproductive 
expenditure caused smelting to be discontinued.   
 
 

3.8 Cadia Mine Manager Holman in Queensland – at Peak Downs 
 
Another mining expert was asked to inspect the mine thoroughly and to make a plan of the 
workings – none other than Captain Josiah Holman, possibly as a result of advice to the 
Company by J.P. Christoe. His quite negative report caused cessation of activities on the new 
shaft and the resignation of Captain Dennis. Captain Holman was appointed to the vacant 
post in the second half of 1873. 
 
It is not apparent what happened at the Peak Downs mine site about that time but Captain 
Mauris Thomas took every opportunity to investigate how he might leave. He was next in 
Cobar, setting up smelting works about the end of 1874, amid difficulties with the local 
company and the local people. Whatever happened between him and Captain Thomas Lean, 
the original Great Cobar Mine Manager, Lean resigned from the Great Cobar and went to live 
on his Bulgoo property near Cobar. He had known Mauris Thomas in the early days of South 
Australia when both lived up in the Adelaide Hills near Kanmantoo. Both had been involved in 
the mining and smelting activities in the area. Difficulties with the Thomas family at that time 
would have been well known to Thomas Lean. 
 
Peak Downs was again in financial trouble by 1876. At a special meeting of the Company, a 
report was tabled. It had been prepared by Mr Samuel Higgs, General Superintendent of the 
SA Wallaroo Mines, acting as an inspector of the mine. During these crises, Captain Holman 
and his family returned to Cadia in May 1876. At a Special General Meeting of the Peak 
Downs Company on 25 April 1877, it was decided to wind up the Company and call tenders 
for purchase of the mine. At auction on 18 December 1877, it was sold for £3000, about a 
tenth of the value of the plant machinery and stores. 
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3.9 Christoe Leases Peak Downs Mine 
 
J.P. Christoe was of the opinion that it would still be possible to operate the mine at a small 
profit margin and made an offer to lease the mine. The Company imposed special lease 
conditions and Christoe accepted the revised lease in March 1879. After a brave but 
ineffectual attempt to run the mine and to help the miner and smelter families who were 
essentially stranded there, Christoe succumbed and had to seek the protection of the 
Queensland Insolvency Act. 
 
He remained to live in Queensland though he does appear to have taken smelting tasks at 
times in NSW around the Newcastle area. He died at Mackay in Queensland in 1918. A 
number of his children remained in Queensland and married. His and their children were to be 
found in a number of places in Queensland, NSW, South Australia and the Northern Territory.  
 

3.10 Josiah Holman Back at Cadia 
 
After he and his family had returned from the Peak Downs Mine in Queensland, they settled 
back in Cadia, working and living in the area. During their time at Cadia, Josiah and Elizabeth 
lived in a lovely hand-made brick home, built on the banks of Cadiangullong (Oakey) Creek. 
Their property was planted with many trees, an orchard and a vegetable garden. The couple 
spent the rest of their lives on and off in the Cadia district. In the period after their arrival at 
the Cadia Mine, Josiah commenced purchasing Crown land on the eastern side of 
Cadiangullong Creek, south of the site of the first smelting works. Ultimately, he owned a 
considerable amount of land in the area. 
 
Josiah died at Cadia on 18 September 1893 and was buried alongside the Creek. His wife 
Elizabeth died on 26 March 1898 and was buried with him. A tombstone was erected at their 
grave site and this now stands in the new Cadia Garden of Remembrance Cemetery, opened 
on 2 May 2000, on the ridge above the Engine House. The graves from the original cemetery 
were relocated under the supervision of a team of archaeologists and forensic scientists, with 
wonderful support from the Newcrest Mining Ltd, then developing the Cadia Hill Gold Mine. 
 
4.0 MATTHEW H.S. BLOOD, M.D. 
 
The name Matthew H.S. Blood has already appeared in this story, as have two of his children. 
Where did all this part of the story begin? His eldest daughter, Dorothea Juliana, was married 
to John Penrose Christoe at Kapunda on 30th September 1852 by the Very Rev. the Dean of 
Adelaide. Her father’s origin was not mentioned in that Personal Notice in The Register 
newspaper of Adelaide in South Australia. He was very much a gentleman of the Kapunda 
township, being a Doctor of Medicine, a Justice of the Peace and a medical superintendent 
for the Kapunda Copper Mine, and at a later time Mayor of Kapunda. 
 
Among those Personal Notices, there is one dated 7 May 1856, recording another marriage in 
the Blood family: 
 
“On the 1st instant, at the residence of the bride’s father, Kapunda Mines, by the Very Rev. the 
Dean of Adelaide, William Thomas, eldest son of William Salter, Esq., J.P. of Mamre Brook, 
Angaston, to Marianne, second daughter of Mr H.S. Blood esq., M.D., J.P. formerly of 
Springfield, Corofin, County Clare, Ireland.” 
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With searches in the records in South Australia and a fine collection of information from Mrs 
Jann Gallen of Bathurst, it is possible add some more about Dr Matthew Henry Smyth Blood. 
He was born 6 December 1806 in Limerick, Ireland. He married Marianne Blood on 14 March 
1833 in Ennis, County Clare, IRE, daughter of William Blood. She was born c1816 in 
Limerick, Ireland. Jann Gallen has much of the background to this family but it is only 
necessary to mention here the children of Matthew and Marianne Blood as they too enter the 
story later: 
 
Dorothea Juliana Smyth Blood, b.1835, near Corofin, County Clare, IRE 
Mary Ann Smyth Blood, b.1836, Springfield, County Clare, IRE 
Matthew Blood, b.1838 IRE: d.1875, at sea. 
William Smyth Blood, b.1839, Springfield, County Clare, IRE 
John Henry Smyth Blood, b.c1840 IRE: d.1890, SA 
Susannah Blood, b.1842 IRE: d.1906 Kapunda SA 
Fredericka Francis Maria Ann Blood, b.1847 IRE: d.1903 Brighton SA 
 

4.1 The Blood Family departs for South Australia 
 
The list of children is interrupted here to provide the background to the appearance of 
Matthew Blood and his family in South Australia. They departed from Ireland in 1847 and 
were known to be on the emigrant ship Success of 651 tons. There is quite a series of tales 
about this ship and this voyage and on other voyages subsequent to this one. 
 
The ship had been previously used in the UK-East Indies trade for six or seven years after 
which the owners put her into the Australian emigrant trade. On the first Australian voyage, 
she sailed from Plymouth on 29 September 1847, arriving off Adelaide with 245 emigrants.  
She went aground off Adelaide but the emigrants were safely moved to shore (Reports in 
Adelaide Observer, 8 & 22 April 1848). She was refloated and made two more such voyages 
carrying emigrants to Melbourne VIC. (see for example, Charles Bateson’s The Convict Ships 
1787-1868, pp 280-2.)  
 
It is quite certain that the Blood family arrived safely because the family increased in size after 
that date in January 1848. Recourse to The South Australian Birth Registrations 1842-1906 
provides the evidence: 
  
Elizabeth Charlotte Catherine Smyth Blood, b.30 September1848 North Adelaide 
 
Three more children were born in SA, Neptune (1850 in Kapunda), Mary Bagot (1851 in 
Adelaide) and Frances Jane Blood (1853 in Kapunda).  Neptune and Frances both died as 
infants in Kapunda. 
 
Dorothea Blood, eldest daughter of Matthew and Marianne Blood, has already been 
mentioned as she married John Penrose Christoe. Her second daughter was named 
Marianne, her mother’s given name. Dorothea was with her husband, J.P. Christoe, in 
Queensland when she died there in 1887. 
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4.2 The Blood Family in Cadia and returns to Kapunda 
 
We pass on to William Smyth Blood next because he is closely associated with the Holman 
family. His father Matthew Blood had moved with his family to Cadia where he became the 
medical doctor in Cadia Village and medical superintendent for the Cadiangullong Mining 
Company. No doubt John Christoe and wife Dorothea could have had some influence in 
persuading the family to move to Cadia to provide essential medical assistance to the Cadia 
families. It seems probable that the cessation of activities at the Cadia Mine and the departure 
of Dorothea with her husband John Christoe to Queensland prompted Dr Blood to return to 
Kapunda SA to take up his medical practice there. There is more to be added later in relation 
to the Blood family and the marriages with members of the Holman family. 
  
William would have been a man of near 30 years of age when married Emily Louisa Holman 
on 20 April 1870 in Cadia NSW. William and his family stayed on in Cadia for a number of 
years, managed a store there for some time though not very successfully as he was declared 
a bankrupt later. It was he who was the third member of the Cadia School Board mentioned 
above. Five children were born to this family and further parts of this story are to be given 
later. 
 
5.0 ANNIE PARISH nee HOLMAN 
 
There is of course much more to tell about the three families, Christoe, Holman and Blood, 
their lives at the Cadia Village area and Orange township. At this point, a finale of the mid-20th 
Century is worth recounting. On 11 May 1950 in the Central Western Daily newspaper, there 
is an account of a life entitled The Grand Old Lady of Cadia Looks Back by Bede M. Healey. It 
is the story of the life of Annie Parish nee Holman told to a great extent in her words. 
 
Thursday, May 11, 1950       Central Western Daily 
 

GRAND OLD LADY OF CADIA LOOKS BACK 
(by Bede M. Healey) 

 
Out in the deserted mining district of Cadia lives Mrs. A. Parish, a grand old lady of 90 who came to the district 
when, she was only four years old. Her life and the story of Cadia are an inter-woven pattern, highlighted with 
mile-posts of history. 
 

“I was born on November 2, 1859, and can remember starting school at Cadia when six years of age,” 
she told me when I visited her last week. This slight grey-haired lady showed remarkable memory 
coupled with good hearing and eyesight despite her age. 
 
Her main pastime is looking after the garden at the Parish homestead, “Bexley”, about three miles from 
the now-deserted mining township. When I called upon Mrs. Parish, she was busy helping her 
daughter- in- law with the jam-making. 
 
Mrs. Parish is the oldest woman alive to have been closely connected with the mining town — her 
father being the early copper mine manager. 
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Came from N.Z. 
 
It is a story of happenings closely associated with her life. Mrs. Parish was born in New Zealand and 
came to Cadia at the age of four years. Two years later in 1865, she started school at a brick building 
which still stands today. She was amongst the first three or four pupils to enrol under the first teacher, 
Mr Bonnor. Her father, the late Josiah Holman, born at Gwennap in Cornwall, was mine manager at the 
time for the Scottish-Australian Company. Mr Holman had had considerable international copper 
mining experience. He had been employed at mines in Brazil and the Phillipine Islands prior to going 
to New Zealand. 
 
Mrs Parish said that in the early days most of the miners at Cadia were Welsh or Cornish. “Welsh girls 
did the napping and breaking of the ore with hammers. The ore was later smelted in the sheds,” she 
said. “There were a number of stores in the township through which ran the Cadia Creek. People had to 
bake their own bread, but there were several grocers’ shops, a butcher's shop and even a boot-repairing 
establishment,” she said 
 
Churches 
 
“The Church of England and the Methodist Church were the only two churches at Cadia.” 
 
In 1871, at the age of 12 years, Annie Holman was sent to a boarding school at Petersham, Sydney, 
while her father went to Peak Downs, Queensland. “Petersham in those days was out in the country,” 
she laughingly added. “I went to school in Sydney for five years and returned to Cadia at the age of 17 
years,” she said. “The Scottish-Australian Company was still carrying out copper mining pursuits. The 
ingots were taken away in bullock drays,” said Mrs. Parish. 
 
At the age of 25, Annie Holman married Frederick Parish, a clerk in Dalton Brothers’ store in Orange. 
For some years, the couple lived away from the Cadia township. During this interval her father Josiah 
Holman and mother, Elizabeth Holman died - in 1893 and 1898. 
 
Back to Cadia 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Parish came back to live at Cadia in 1901. They lived in the homestead “Bexley” now 
occupied by herself, her son and his wife. 
 
“In 1901, the country about here experienced a heavy fall of snow which even bent the spouting around 
the roof.  On October 8, 1906, three men were drowned in the flooded Cadia Creek. They were Sid 
Tompkins, whose father had a store in Cadia, Hughie Ryan and Tom Sara.” Mrs. Parish said that it was 
believed one man slipped into the water and the other two went to his assistance. This tragedy is the 
only important happening remembered by Mrs. Parish up until 1914 - the first year of World War I. 
Prior to this date, copper mining had fallen off a little. Of her five sons and two daughters, two went 
away to the war. They were both slightly wounded. 
 
The private railway line from Spring Hill to Cadia was started in 1914 while the firm of Hoskins was 
mining for iron ore. “There were more than 400 employees at Cadia during this period,” she said. In the 
early 1920’s, Hoskins amalgamated to form the company Australian Iron and Steel Pty. Ltd. 
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Explosion 
 
“In 1914 the old school house was renovated and used up until 1930. After the war there was mostly a 
floating population,” she said. “The most tragic happening of this half century at Cadia was the mine 
explosion in 1920, when nine men lost their lives.” 
 
Prior to World War II, the Cadia Gold Mining Company installed the still standing gold mining 
equipment. 
 
Mining Revived 
 

Iron ore mining was again taken up by A.I.S. shortly after the outbreak of the 1939-45 war. This ore 
was sent to Newcastle and Port Kembla. The operation ended in 1944 but the gold mining was carried 
out on a small scale until 1948. 
 
When asked did she think that Cadia would ever flourish again, Mrs. Parish said that it was quite 
possible. She pointed out that in the last 90 years there had been three boom periods. They were 
approximately from 1860 to 1909, 1914 to 1934 and 1939 to 1948. 
 
“During two of those periods, two national crises have taken place,” she said. 
 
The Holman family has played an important part in Cadia's history. One of Mrs. Parish's brothers, 
Charles Holman, found a 70 ounce nugget of gold. This is the largest nugget yet found at Cadia. A cast 
of the nugget may be seen at Sydney Museum. [There is something of a mystery as to where this cast is 
now located – author.] 
 

----ooOOOoo---- 
 

In summing up this remarkable review of life in Cadia up to 1950 in the way she did, Mrs 
Parish was right in her belief that mining could begin again but she could hardly have 
imagined the return of mining to the Cadia region at the level which is now taking place under 
the development of gold and copper mining by Newcrest Mining at Cadia. 

 
6.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
It is with pleasure that thanks are extended to many people who have assisted with 
information about the families who are mentioned in this story. Particular thanks and 
recognition for their help must go to the following people. 
 
During the period when the stabilisation of the Cadia Mine Engine House was being 
performed, Mrs Margaret N. Morris had a wealth of information about the early mine, its 
miners and the people who lived there. She has a wonderful collection of early photographs, 
two of which she made available to me for use on the CANSW Website on which material 
about Cadia and Byng was being placed. Much of her research and photographs have been 
used for her Honours Degree thesis, presented at the University of Western Sydney. My deep 
felt thanks go to her for the material she provided and for the discussions which we had at the 
mine and engine house site.  
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Members of the Orange Family History Group have supplied information over a number of 
years and thanks go particularly to Mrs Shirley Duckworth, living at Orange. 
 
Many notable discussions have been held over the telephone and exchanges of information 
have been supplied by Mrs Jann Gallen about the Blood family who lived in Ireland, South 
Australia and in Cadia. 
 
My thanks go to Mrs Gail Parish of Goondiwindi NSW who was delighted to be told that the 
Cadia Garden of Remembrance Cemetery was to be opened in 2000. From the time of our 
meeting there, many interesting Parish and Holman pieces of history have come to hand and 
are gratefully acknowledged. 
 
In looking for and finding information about Cadia families going to the Cobar region, it is with 
pleasure that my thanks go to Mrs Joy Prisk in Cobar for her exchanges on family histories in 
Cobar and its mines, especially about those folk who came from the Orange/Bathurst district 
in the 1870s.  
 
Of recent months, welcome data about the Holman family has been provided by Mrs Margaret 
Tie of Macquarie ACT from her Holman Family History Files. She has explained that there is 
more to come. Our contact was the result of her visit to Moonta in South Australia where she 
was referred to Mrs Liz Coole at the Moonta School of Mines. Mrs Coole put me in touch with 
Mrs Tie recently after already supplying me with most useful information about Cornish-born 
mining captains who had operated their ingenuity and skill in various parts of Australia. My 
thanks go to both of these ladies for the information and family histories provided. 
 
My final word of appreciation is to the staff of Newcrest Mining Ltd for their welcome invitation 
to the 2000 Cadia Garden of Remembrance Ceremony, for permission to attend the visit 
around the mine and the lectures about the archaeological and forensic operations associated 
with the movement of the Cadia Cemetery. Since that time, their provision of documents 
associated with those operations is gratefully acknowledged. 


